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National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC) Develops Launch
Requirements for Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network

The National Public Safety Telecommunications Council is a federation of
organizations whose mission is to improve public safety communications and
interoperability through collaborative leadership.

The Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 has made the deployment of the Nationwide
Public Safety Broadband Network (NPSBN) possible. This groundbreaking legislation establishes the
governance and identifies the funding necessary to build a public safety broadband network. The First
Responder Network Authority (FirstNet), assigned to deploy and operate the NPSBN, will need a
statement of public safety's technical and administrative requirements in the immediate-, medium-, and
long-terms. On December 11, 2012, NPSTC presented the Launch Statement of Requirements (SoR) to
the First Net Public Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC), who in turn has presented it to the FirstNet
Board to assist them as they begin to develop the long-awaited NPSBN.

The 15 public safety organizations that comprise NPSTC, the American Association of State Highway
Transportation Officials, American Radio Relay League, Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies,
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Forestry Conservation
Communications Association, International Association of Chiefs of Police, International Association of
Emergency Managers, International Association of Fire Chiefs, International Municipal Signal Association,
National Association of State Chief Information Officers, National Association of State Emergency
Medical Services Officials, National Association of State Foresters, National Association of State
Technology Directors, National Emergency Number Association, and the National Sheriff's Association
formally voted to endorse the Public Safety Broadband High-Level Launch Requirements, Statement of
Requirements for FirstNet Consideration.

NPSTC's Broadband Working Group prepared this document to describe the high-level public safety
requirements required for launch of the network. The Launch SoR has been developed by public safety
practitioners from all disciplines, experts in public safety communications, commercial wireless
providers, members of academia, information technologists, equipment manufacturers, and many
others who have dedicated numerous hours because they know they are contributing to one of the
most important technology initiatives of their careers.
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These volunteers came together through the NPSTC Broadband Working Group (BBWG), working with
the Public Safety Communications Research (PSCR) program. PSCR is jointly supported by the National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)/Office of Law Enforcement Standards (OLES) and the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)/Institute for Telecommunication
Sciences (ITS) with additional funding from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS's), Office of
Interoperability and Compatibility (OIC), and the Office of Emergency Communications (OEC).

Support provided by the Department of Homeland Security's Science and
Technology Directorate, Office for Interoperability and Compatibility (OIC), and the
National Protection and Programs Directorate, Office of Emergency
Communications (OEC). Points of view or opinions expressed in this site are those
of the originators and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies

of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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