D.C. picked as site for urban 700 MHz public-safety demonstration -- Urgent Communications article 2/23/10 2:47 PM
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D.C. PICKED AS SITE FOR URBAN 700 MHZ PUBLIC-SAFETY

DEMONSTRATION RESOURCES s O
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Washington, D.C., will be the location of a 700 MHz More From NEWSLETTERS WHITE BUYERS GUIDE IWCE 2010
broadband demonstration network that is designed to test Networks & Systems PAPERS

the public-safety capabilities that a wireless broadband
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network could bring to first responders in urban areas. Stbseylbeltojigenycemmucationsitocays
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Barnett expresses urgency
for public-safety broadband
The D.C. testbed is the second such network to be network

announced by Public Safety Communications Research .
(PSCR), which previously said it would conduct similar FBI asks for NIST's help

tests for rural areas at its facilities outside of Boulder, » What to do about

Colo. The D.C. demonstration will use the same tower narrowbanding?

infrastructure that was deployed for the district’s now- y

defunct 700 MHz 3G wireless system for public safety, » D.C. picked as site for

said Bryan Spivak, with district’s chief technology officer. urban 700 MHz public- ALWAYS c 0 N N E CT —
safety demonstration

“We can start setting up these tests ... with public-safety b Competitive, technical With NEW
4

agencies — locally, regionally and around the country — realities strengthen case

that can come in and try it out,” Spivak said. “Then, we for D Block reallocation LM R
can get their feedback and the requirements back to the

vendors, so this first generation of production versions of s
these [4G] units will actually meet the needs of the » more & Satelllte
public-safety users. o tions
Testing on the demonstration network — using 700 MHz spectrum currently licensed to the Public p

Safety Spectrum Trust (PSST) — is set to begin this summer, if vendors have prototype

L]
equipment ready by that time, Spivak said. Exactly how long the demonstration network will be /——_\

used has not been determined, he said. S PAC E N E T.

“My goal is to keep it up as long as it takes to make sure we get everything done the right way,”
Spivak said.
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